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Tetradesmus	lagerheimii	M.J.Wynne	&	Guiry,	nomen	novum,	a	replacement	name	for	
Tetradesmus	acuminatus	(Lagerheim)	M.J.Wynne,	nom.	illeg.	(Sphaeropleales,	
Chlorophyta)	
	
	
Michael	J.	Wynne,	University	of	Michigan	Herbarium,	Ann	Arbor,	Michigan	48108,	U.S.A.	
Michael	D.	Guiry,	AlgaeBase,	Ryan	Institute,	NUI	Galway,	Galway,	H91	TK33,	Ireland.	
	
It	has	come	to	our	attention	that	the	binomial	Tetradesmus	acuminatus	(Lagerheim)	
M.J.Wynne	(in	Wynne	&	Hallan,	2015)	is	a	later	homonym	of	T.	acuminatus	C.-C.Jao	&	Z.-Y.Hu	
(in	Z.-Y.Hu,	1992)	and	thus	illegitimate.	Earlier,	Wynne	&	Hallan	(2015)	had	pointed	out	that	
Tetradesmus	wisconsinensis	G.M.Smith	had	been	transferred	to	Acutodesmus	by	P.M.Tsarenko	
(in	Tsarenko	and	Petlovanny,	2001).	However,	T.	wisconsinensis	is	the	generitype	of	
Tetradesmus	G.M.Smith	(1913),	a	valid	and	legitimate	name	with	priority	over	Acutodesmus.	
Acutodesmus	was	first	proposed	as	a	subgenus	and	section	of	Scenedesmus	by	Hegewald	
(1978:	355,	378)	and	was	later	elevated	to	generic	level	by	Tsarenko	(in	Tsarenko	&	
Petlovanny,	2001).	That	led	Wynne	(in	Wynne	&	Hallan,	2015)	to	propose	the	transfer	of	a	
number	of	taxa	validated	and	currently	recognized	as	assigned	to	Acutodesmus	over	to	
Tetradesmus.	One	of	these	names	transferred	to	Tetradesmus	was	T.	acuminatus	(Lagerheim)	
M.J.Wynne.	That	binomial,	however,	was	already	occupied	by	T.	acuminatus	C.-C.Jao	&	Z.-Y.Hu	
(in	Hu,	1992).		We	therefore	make	the	following	proposal	to	replace	T.	acuminatus	
(Lagerheim)	M.J.Wynne:	
	
Tetradesmus	lagerheimii	M.J.Wynne	&	Guiry	nomen	novum	

≡	Tetradesmus	acuminatus	(Lagerheim)	M.J.Wynne	in	M.J.Wynne	&	Hallan,	Feddes	
Repertorium	126:	84,	2015,	nom.	illeg.	
≡	Selenastrum	acuminatum	Lagerheim,	1882.	
≡	Scenedesmus	acuminatus	(Lagerheim)	Chodat,	1902.	
≡	Acutodesmus	acuminatus	(Lagerheim)	P.M.Tsarenko	in	P.M.Tsarenko	&	Petlovanny,	
2001.	
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